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Commercial EPCs —
almost ‘rocket science’

MLIKE the domestic

Energy Performance

Certificate  (EPC),

the commercial
version 15 [ar from straight for-
ward. Firatly, there are three
levels of Accreditation for
AKSCEROTS,

The first level, Level 3,
cnahles the asscssor to asscss
the simplest of commercial
buildings such as small retail
units, simple office buildings
and warchouses with low out-
pul heatingfecooling svslems;
Level 4 is for larger commer-
cial buildings with some form
of air conditioning or high oul-
put heating systems; and Level
5 is for complex commercial
properiies  which require a
different energy modelling tool
to those in level 3 and 4.

It i= the Assessors’ responsi-
bility to ensure that the build-
ing hefshe 15 assessing is
within their level of expertisc,

The Repulations are com-
plex with many grev areas. For
instance, sub-divided buildings
with paris separately occupied
and their own heating/cooling
may require multiple EPCs,

A detailed  inspection s
necessary (o collect the data,
which in some cascs will be
considerable, Each area of the
building is broken down into
zones In accordance with s
design vse such as a workshop
area, canleen arsa, ollice area
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and storage etc. Information is
collected in respect of the con-
struction, dimensions  for
doors, windows, walls, foors,
roofs and rooflights, heating
and ils controls, ventilation and

its commols, air conditioning
and its controls and lighting
and its controls, for cach zone,

The availahility of delailed
drawings, heating manuals etc
will simplily the process (o &

degree. Once  the data s
collected 1L i inpul in o a
Simplified Building Energy
Model (SBEMY for Lewvel 3
and 4 buildings and Dynamic
Simulation Model (DSM) for
Level 5, and an energy rating
of zero to 100 is produced. The
higher the rating the poorer the
efficiency.

The final certificate  1s
accompanied by a ‘Recom-
mendations Report’. Finally,
the EPC is lodged with
Landmark the central secure
database and allocated a RRN
numher which permits
retrieval by inleresied parties,

For further information
email epo® homesurvuk.com
or lelephone 01604 382522,



